Do you want to increase the number of sales you make online?

If your answer to that question is yes, luckily for you, that is what this guide is going to help you
achieve.

There are different platforms online where you can showcase your products and make sales,
however, some of these platforms are commonly overlooked by sellers.

In this guide, you will learn new platforms where you can sell your products online and how to
get started with them.

Facebook Marketplace

Facebook is not just a social media website where you can connect with your friends and family;
it has outgrown its original purpose to become a powerful platform for business, advertising and
a global community.

The Facebook marketplace is a feature that lets you upload your products and sell them through
Facebook. Unlike Facebook groups where discussions and community interactions are the
primary focus, the marketplace is specifically designed for buying and selling items.

When you upload your products for sale on the Facebook marketplace, everyone that's close to
your location or within the city where the item is listed will see it. This gives your product more
exposure on Facebook.

To list your product on the Facebook marketplace, open your Facebook app and click the
marketplace icon from the homepage.
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Click on Sell, select the item type and fill out every information about your product, add images
and then upload.

Immediately your item goes live, monitor your Facebook notification or messenger for enquiries
about the product.

Jiji

Jiji is the most popular online marketplace for classified ads in Nigeria. It is a platform where
individuals and businesses can buy and sell a diverse range of products and services for free.



Although Jiji is free to use, there's a paid option if you want to boost your products for more
people to see it.
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If you are just starting out with Jiji, the free listing is enough to get your products or service
visible to a wide audience, allowing you to test the platform and attract potential customers
without any cost upfront.

Visit jiji.ng, create an account if you do not already have one and start listing your products for
free.

Google my Business

When some people want to buy items, they go to Google to search where they can buy them.
Google then brings up a list of businesses close to them that sell these items.

Here's a search result when we search for “where to buy curtain in Onitsha”
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Someone who is searching for “where to buy curtains in Onitsha” is most likely in Onitsha and is
looking for where to buy curtains. From the search results, he can call or visit any of the
businesses Google listed in the result.

You can experiment with this for different products in different cities. E.g where to buy a laptop in
Uyo, where to buy building materials in Kwara etc.

If you want your business to appear when people are searching for what you sell, you need to
list your business on Google.

Here's how to do it for free;
Step 1: Make sure your business name is registered.
If you sign up on Google business with an unregistered business name, someone else can

register the name and claim your business profile. Google will approve the claim if they show
evidence of ownership through a document like a CAC certificate.

You can read how to register your business here.
Step 2: Sign up on Google Business

Visit business.google.com, sign in with your Gmail account. Enter the name of your registered
business, your address, phone number and other necessary information.

Step 3: Start asking for reviews

After submitting, it takes about 3-7 days for your business to begin to appear on Google search.


https://growthpal.ng/how-to-register-your-business-in-nigeria/#how-to-register-your-business-name-on-cac-with-growth-pal
http://business.google.com

Once your business is listed, start asking customers who have bought from you for reviews. Tell
them to search for your business and drop a review.

Make sure you respond to every review. Also upload your latest products or business updates
on your Google business profile to keep it active.

Pinterest

If you sell fashion items, furniture, art works, home interiors and you are not on Pinterest, you're
missing out on potential sales.

Pinterest is a powerful visual discovery platform where millions of users actively search for
inspiration, ideas, and products to buy, making it an ideal space to showcase and sell your
items to a highly engaged audience.

To sell on Pinterest, simply create a Pinterest account, take clear pictures of your products and
upload it.

Check the images of other businesses in your niche to see the kind of pictures you should take.

After uploading your products, name it properly. For example, if your brand's name is Gilead
Fashion and you sell checkered shirts, instead of naming a product “Onyx Tetuila Linear Shirts
by Gilead Fashion”, you can name it “Checkered Shirts: Onyx Tetuila Linear by Gilead Fashion”.

This way, when people search for checkered shirts which is already a common search phrase,
your shirts will come up.

You will be required to enter a website link where people can click to purchase the item you
uploaded. You can enter your website here, if you do not have a website, enter your WhatsApp
link.

Konga/Jumia

The biggest e-commerce stores in Nigeria are Konga and Jumia, each processing millions of
sales yearly. Konga and Jumia allow businesses (vendors) to list products on their platform.

For each sale made, the e-commerce store takes a commission. Both platforms already have a
huge database of customers who buy online. Listing your product on either Konga or Jumia
exposes it to a larger audience of customers who are comfortable with buying online. You also
get to enjoy the efficient logistics services they provide.


https://www.pinterest.com/business/create/

When you sell your items through Konga or Jumia, you do not have to worry about delivering
the item as the platform will handle it for you.

Lagos based businesses can list their products on both platforms, however, businesses
outside Lagos can list only on Konga.

Use the links below to sign up and start selling on either Konga or Jumia.

Konga (suitable for businesses located anywhere in Nigeria): hitps://shq.konga.com/reqister

Jumia (for businesses in Lagos alone): https://vendorcenter.jumia.com/sign-up

Immediately your seller account is approved, you can upload your products to the platform. You
can also copy your store URL and share it with customers.

Paid Advertising

The fastest way to increase your sales is through paid advertising. There are very few popular
brands in Nigeria today that depend only on organic reach to sell their products.

Organic reach is when you share posts on social media and hope for the posts to go viral.

Before now, only big brands could afford paid advertising. You had to shoot high end Tv
commercials or Radio jingles before paying huge amounts to Television or Radio stations. As
more people shift attention from Tv, radio and newspaper to online platforms, it has become less
expensive to advertise your business.

With as little as 850,000, you can start advertising your business online.

Paid advertising will help you achieve in 3 months what organic reach might take you 3 years to
accomplish.

With paid advertising, you can advertise on;

Facebook

Instagram

Google search

YouTube

Twitter

Gmail

Tiktok

Popular blogs and websites (imagine your advert on Vanguard newspaper).
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If you want to start advertising online, you can reach out to GrowthPal to strategize and launch
effective campaigns tailored to your business goals.

Pro Tip
Register your business

If you have not registered your business yet, you are doing a hobby, not a business. If someone
registers the name you are using to run your hobby before you do, they can sue you.

You can read about how to reqgister your business here.

Use a single email address

When sales notifications or enquiries begin to come, you will receive them in your email
address. It is best to use the same email address for your Facebook, Google business,
Pinterest, Jiji and Konga.

This makes it possible for you to manage your business communication in one place so you
don't miss anything.

Setup Two Factor Authentication

Once you begin to use your social media and email accounts to do business, it becomes
valuable to thieves and scammers. To prevent your account from getting hacked, you must
enable two factor authentication on all your accounts.

Two factor authentication is an extra layer of security to protect your social media accounts and
other websites you need to login to. It is a set of randomly generated numbers that you enter

after submitting your password.

Without it, no one can have access to your account.

Join our WhatsApp Channel

There are a lot of things to learn when it comes to growing your business and you cannot learn
everything in a single day. Join our WhatsApp channel to get notified when we post new
business and marketing tips.


https://growthpal.ng/contact/
https://growthpal.ng/how-to-register-your-business-in-nigeria/#how-to-register-your-business-name-on-cac-with-growth-pal

WhatsApp channel: https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb2C07cFcow2wHdWaS0S
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